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SMG Awarded Contract to Manage the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh

Philadelphia (December 13, 2001)-  SMG CEO Wes Westley announced that SMG has been awarded a 5-year contract to manage the new 332-Million dollar David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The Sports and Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County unanimously recommended that the management of the facility be awarded to SMG.  

The funding for this facility came together in 1999 when state and local governments agreed to develop a new convention center to replace the old David L. Lawrence Convention Center.  After an international design competition, Rafael Vinoly Architects of New York City was chosen. A stunning and unique facility has been designed.  Upon completion, this beautiful facility will provide the city with 53 meeting rooms and 330,000 feet of exhibit space.  The new David L. Lawrence Convention Center will also include a 34,000 square foot Banquet/Ballroom area. The facility is scheduled to be open in the March of 2003. The initial 130,000 square foot section of the center overlooking the Allegheny River is scheduled to open in February 2002.

Westley commented, “This facility will be one of the most beautiful in the country.  We believe it will have a dramatic economic impact on the city.  We are honored to be a part of it.”

Stephen Leeper, Executive Director of the Sports and Exhibition Authority added that in choosing SMG, “We have a firm with depth, that can provide us with the best expertise in managing this building.”

In addition to having responsibility for day-to-day operational management, SMG will also work closely with the Greater Pittsburgh CVB to book events for the new facility.

more…

Headquartered in Philadelphia, SMG is the largest private facility management company in the world.  With 139 venues, SMG controls over one million entertainment seats worldwide. SMG manages convention centers such as The Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco, Hawaii Convention Center in Honolulu and the Miami Beach Convention Center.  SMG manages over eight million square feet of exhibit space. 

For additional company information, visit www.smgworld.com.
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